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HANDLE WITH CARE!

How to rightly handle the Word of Truth 3
1. WHY WE ARE DOING THIS
Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.  


  
2 Timothy 2:15

a. What is the ‘word of truth’?

2 Timothy 3:16-17

2 Peter 1:21
Matthew 19:4-5
Acts 1:16

John 14:26, 16:13

2 Peter 3:16

1 Corinthians 14:37
1 Timothy 5:18 (Luke 10:7)

Romans 15:4

1 Corinthians 10:6
How would you summarise the Bible’s teaching about the Bible?
b. Why do we need to ‘rightly handle’ it?

6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 

          Deuteronomy 6:6-7
the testimony of the Lord is sure,     

making wise the simple; 





          
             Psalm 19:7
1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the overseers and deacons. 




                   Philippians 1:1
Scripture is like a river again, broad and deep, shallow enough here for the lamb to go wading, but deep enough there for the elephant to swim.
 



The clarity of Scripture means that the Bible is written in such a way that its teachings are able to be understood by all who will read it seeking God’s help and being willing to follow it.

The Bible is clear, but we are not!
The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.  1 Corinthians 2:14

Our expectations
Our culture
Our ignorance
Our sin

c. Why do I need to rightly handle the word of truth?

Ephesians 6:4; Proverbs 1:8; Titus 2:3-4; Ephesians 5:27-28; 1 Peter 3:15; Acts 2:17-18; Acts 8:1,4; Colossians 3:16 

d. What do we handle the word of truth for?
You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me, yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life. 
      John 5:39-40
Why we are doing this:
a. This is how God speaks

b. We need to
c. To be better Bible students and Bible teachers

d. To know Jesus better

2. HOW WE ARE WE GOING TO DO THIS

1. P______________
2. W_____________
3. L______________
And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.  






Acts 2:42

3. OUTLINE


4. EXAMPLE: MATTHEW 10:1-15
A. CONTENT

Details matter!
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 Why is this passage here? 

a. Editorial ‘help’

What’s wrong with the heading in Matthew 9:1? 

b. Type of writing

What type of writing is Matthew?

What types of writing can you find in Matthew?

What would happen if you got the type of writing wrong? 

What type of writing is in Matthew 10:1-15?
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 What type of writing am I reading?

c. Surprises

What are the surprises in Matthew 10:1-15?
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 What surprises are there in the passage? 

d. Words, Words, Words

i. Meanings

1. Bible words have Bible meanings

2. Bible words also develop through the Bible 


3. Bible names may have important meanings!

What Bible words are there in Matthew 10:1-15?

ii. Repeated Words

What repeated words are there in Matthew 10:1-15?

iii. Connecting words

But

Then

Therefore

Firstly

Secondly
Finally

Though
As

Because

In order
So that

And

However
If…then
That

When 

So

Since

Yet 

While

For

What are the connecting words in Matthew 10?
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 What do I learn from the words of this passage? 

e. Contrasts and comparisons

What are the contrasts/comparisons in Matthew 10:1-15?

f. Images
What images are in Matthew 10:1-15?

[image: image5.png]


 What are the contrasts and images? What do they highlight?

g. Structure 

What is the structure of Matthew 10:1-15
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 What is the structure of the passage?

If we left our thinking there, what might happen?

B. CONTEXTS
Where are we in the 1 book with 1 story and 1 hero?


a. Passage

How does Matthew 9:35-38 affect Matthew 10:1-15?

How does Matthew 10:17-18 affect Matthew 10:1-15?

How does Matthew 10:23 affect Matthew 10:1-15?

b. Section

c. Book

Matthew 28:18-20
i. Structure of the book

ii. Purpose

Matthew 28:18-20
· So how is Matthew 10 informed by Matthew 28?

iii. Author and Audience
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 How does this passage relate to the rest of the book? How does this passage serve the purpose of the book?

d. Bible Author

e. Whole Bible Context

1. C____________________
2. R____________________

3. R____________________

4. R____________________ 

44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures… 

Luke 24:44-45
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 What does this passage teach me about Jesus?

C. MEANING
What is the meaning of Matthew 10:1-15 in the light of the content of the passage AND the contexts?

D. APPLICATION

How do we apply Matthew 10:1-15 to our lives?

5. PRAYER

Content �                        + Contexts�                                                  ( Meaning	





Apply
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� All printed verses in the handout are from the English Standard Version 


� Gregory the Great www9.georgetown.edu/faculty/jod/texts/moralia1.html


� Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, 109.
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